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REPORT. 


The  ladies  of  the  Seaman’s  Aid  Society  will  doubtless  recol- 
lect, that,  in  the  Report  of  last  year,  a sketch  of  the  formation 
of  our  plan  of  charity,  and  of  its  progress,  was  given,  somewhat 
at  length.  At  present,  we  shall  confine  ourselves  mainly  to 
the  operations  of  the  last  twelve  months,  and  endeavor  to  lay 
before  you,  briefly  as  possible,  the  doings  of  the  Board,  and 
the  objects  which,  in  our  opinion,  most  pressingly  demand 
your  attention. 

On  the  8th  of  last  January,  we  had  on  hand,  garments  and 
goods  to  the  amount  of  three  thousand  two  hundred  and  four- 
teen dollars  and  twenty-three  cents,  and  in  the  treasury  one 
hundred  dollars,  making  a capital  of  $3314  23. 

You  are  well  apprised  of  the  scope  of  our  design  in  using 
those  funds — that  it  was  to  furnish  employment  to  poor  females, 
belonging  to  the  families  of  seamen,  in  needlework;  and  by 
paying  them  a just  price  for  their  labor,  to  encourage  them  in 
industry,  and  in  their  laudable  efforts  to  support  themselves, 
without  recourse  to  bea;gin°;,  either  from  Societies  or  from 
individuals.  The  garments  made  were  chiefly  for  seamen  ; of 
course,  we  relied  on  their  generous  co-operation  to  sustain  our 
attempt  at  benefiting  the  families  of  this  class  of  men  ; we 
hoped  they  would  purchase  their  clothing  at  the  Seaman’s 
Aid  Store. 

It  will  also  be  recollected  that,  if  donations  should  increase 
our  funds,  we  proposed  opening  a school  for  the  gratuitous  in- 
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struction  of  the  daughters  of  seamen.  The  Board  was  charged 
with  the  duty  of  carrying  on  and  testing  these  experiments, 
begun  under  the  solemn  conviction  that  the  poor  would  never 
be  really  improved  in  their  condition  by  the  common  method 
of  alms-giving ; that  to  find  profitable  employment  for  those 
who  were  able  to  work,  and  to  qualify  the  young  by  education 
and  habit  for  honest,  useful  occupations,  was  the  true  benevo- 
lence, that  which  would  make  society  better  and  happier. 

We  felt  that  much  was  depending  on  the  issue  of  our  exper- 
iment in  establishing  this  charity  of  ivctges  ; and  that  great 
circumspection  was  necessary  while  thus  deviating  from  the 
common  mode  of  charitable  societies.  We  have,  therefore, 
been  unremitting  in  our  watchfulness  and  exertions ; and  we 
have  the  pleasure  of  reporting  that  every  thing  has  gone  well 
with  us.  Our  former  benevolent  patron*  has  again  and  again 
remembered  us  in  his  liberal  donations,  and  the  other  friends  of 
our  association  have  been  constant  and  kind. 

We  have  received,  during  the  year,  in  subscriptions  and 


donations,  the  sum  of 

$2333 

and  from  sales  at  the  Clothing  Store, 

5560 

We  have  paid  our  work-women, 

1423 

Given  in  charity, 

Paid  for  school  for  the  daughters  of  seamen. 

426  25 

i 

books  for  library,  and  school, 

200 

The  other  expenses  of  the  Store  have  been 

about  300 

Yet,  now,  we  have  on  hand  goods  and  garments  at  cost  to 
the  value  of  $4350 

being  over  one  thousand  dollars  increase  in  our  capital  during 
the  year.f 

* Hon.  Theodore  Lyman,  Sen. 

t Our  method  of  management  is  this : — We  employ  a Supervisor,  a 
faithful  and  capable  young  woman,  who  has  the  charge  of  the  Store  ; she 
cuts  and  fits  the  garments,  except  such  as  require  to  be  cut  by  a tailor 
(when  his  services  are  necessary  he  is  employed  by  the  day,)  gives  out 
work,  and  sells  the  garments.  The  duty  of  purchasing  the  goods  is  vested 
in  a committee  of  three  ladies,  chosen  from  the  Board.  We  ask  no  credit 
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In  1833,  our  Society  was  instituted.  The  ladies  who  assist- 
ed in  forming  it,  will  recollect  our  mode  of  proceeding  that 
first  year — how  we  assembled  monthly,  while  a work-basket, 
containing  our  stock  of  goods,  was  carried  to  our  place  of  meet- 
ing, and  there  we  passed  the  afternoon  making  coarse  and 
common  garments,  to  be  given  to  the  poor,  when  the  greatest 
want  of  most  of  them  was  that  of  employment,  and  ready  and 
just  pay  for  their  work.  Probably  not  one  of  the  recipients  of 
our  bounty  was,  at  the  end  of  the  year,  in  any  better  situation, 
or  at  all  improved  in  her  condition  by  our  zeal  and  exertions. 

But  this  past  year,  1836,  we  have  distributed,  in  many  in- 
stances to  the  same  families  and  others  equally  needy,  upwards 
of  fourteen  hundred  dollars,  in  wages.  We  have  employed 
these  poor  females  in  the  pleasant  and  womanly  occupation  of 
needlework,  paying  them  a just  compensation  for  the  same, 
with  which  they  can,  with  full  employment,  support  them- 
selves comfortably.  They  wrork  cheerfully  and  thankfully. 
They  have  improved  greatly  in  their  sewing,  and  in  their  habits 
of  punctuality.  Their  hearts  are  cheered  by  the  blessed  sooth- 
ings  of  hope,  and  opened  for  the  reception  of  kind  advice  and 
moral  influences  by  the  salutary  feeling  of  self-reliance  and  re- 
spectability which  honest,  successful  industry  always  inspires. 
Our  work-basket  has  expanded  into  a well  supplied  “ Clothing 
Store,”  where,  during  the  year,  we  have  received  upwards  of 
five  thousand  dollars  for  garments  sold,  chiefly  to  seamen. 
These  improvements  are  the  result  of  three  years’  experience 
only. 

and  we  give  none.  The  Supervisor  keeps  three  books  : in  the  first,  she 
enters  the  amount  of  sales;  in  the  second,  the  money  paid  to  workwomen  ; 
and  in  the  third,  the  amount  of  goods  purchased. 

The  Board  of  Managers  meet  every  fourth  week  at  the  Store  ; examine 
and  adjust  the  accounts  ; pay  the  Supervisor  for  the  month  ; and  then  the 
money  remaining  in  her  hands  is  paid  over  to  the  Treasurer,  and  can 
immediately  be  drawn  out  by  an  order  from  the  President,  for  the  purchase 
of  more  stock.  Thus,  without  any  risk,  our  capital  may  be  kept  in  con- 
stant circulation.  We  have  not,  since  we  began,  met  with  loss  of  any  kind. 

I* 
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We  intended  to  confine  our  alms-giving  to  the  yearly  allow- 
ance of  one  hundred  dollars,  placed  in  the  hands  of  Rev.  Mr. 
Taylor,  for  the  relief  of  sick  and  suffering  seamen,  in  addition 
to  the  monthly  pensions  of  one  dollar  each,  allowed  to  a certain 
number  (not  exceeding  twelve)  of  poor  widows,  who  by  ad- 
vanced age  or  feeble  health,  were  incapacitated  from  wholly 
supporting  themselves.  During  the  past  year,  however,  we 
have  found  it  necessary  to  make  a larger  allowance  for  the 
helplessly  poor.  The  main  cause  of  this  extension  of  our  char- 
ity is  this  ; other  benevolent  societies,  from  which  the  pool 
among  sea-faring  people  used  formerly  to  obtain  assistance,  now 
withhold  it,  on  the  ground  that  the  Seaman’s  Aid  Society  haf 
funds,  and  therefore  is  obligated  to  relieve  all  the  destitute  oj 
that  class. 

The  real  purpose  of  our  plan  does  not  yet  appear  to  be  un- 
derstood by  the  benevolent,  generally ; that  we  do  not  propose 
except  in  a few  specified  cases,  to  give  alms,  but  employment 
and  that,  if  we  distribute  our  funds,  we  cannot  go  on  with  ou:, 
Clothing  Store  a single  day.  They  forget  that  our  pretensior 
was  never  to  do  all  that  may  be  necessary  in  charity  for  seamei 
and  their  families,  but  only  to  aid.  We  regret  to  say  that,  fo 
the  past  year,  the  whole  burden  of  relieving  such  sufferers  ha: 
been  laid  upon  Mr.  Taylor,  because  of  our  successful  experi 
ment  in  this  charity  of  wages  ; and  we  felt  that  he  ought  no 
to  be  thus  involved,  while  he  was  forwarding  our  design  so  ma 
terially.  But  every  dollar  we  take  from  our  capital  for  charity 
is  diminishing  our  ability  of  giving  work  to  the  industrious  poor 
who  require  to  be  aided  either  by  employment  or  alms.  Wi 
cannot  now  furnish  one  half  the  needlework  wanted,  becausi 
we  have  not  capital  sufficient  to  keep  a large  stock  of  read; 
made  clothes  on  hand,  and  must  wait  for  sales  in  order  to  mak< 
purchases.  We  could  employ,  advantageously,  a capital  of  tei 
thousand  dollars,  while  we  have  not  one  half  of  the  sum.  Still 
as  this  severe  and  scarce  season  causes  distress  which  must  b( 
relieved,  or  the  poor  will  perish,  we  have  given  ; and  we  mus 


beg  in  return,  that  the  ladies  will,  individually,  interest  them- 
selves to  obtain  extra  subscriptions  and  donations,  sufficient  to 
meet  these  increasing  demands.  And  we  hope,  too,  that  be- 
nevolent men,  who  are  rich  in  this  world’s  goods,  will  remem- 
ber the  load  of  responsibility  imposed  upon  Mr.  Taylor  in  Iris 
efforts  to  suppress  pauperism,  and  encourage  industry  and  good 
morals  among  his  people,  and  place  at  his  disposal  the  means 
which  at  this  time  are  so  indispensably  requisite,  for  the  relief 
of  the  sick  and  shipwrecked,  the  homeless  and  hopeless  mariner. 

The  school  for  the  daughters  of  seamen  was  opened  last 
May,  on  a system  - analagous  to  our  general  plan  of  charity ; 
namely,  making  it  conduce  to  the  self-exertion  of  those  wTe  aid. 
The  necessity  for  this  school  was  found  in  the  circumstance 
that  needlework  is  not  made,  as  it  ought  to  be,  an  indispensable 
part  of  the  education  of  girls  at  the  city  schools.  It  follows 
that  if,  from  want  of  skill  or  time,  mothers  cannot  instruct  their 
daughters,  and  have  not  the  means  to  defray  private  instruction, 
these  children  must  grow  up  in  ignorance  of  an  art  essential  in 
every  station  to  female  usefulness  and  respectability. 

But  this  was  not  all.  Every  person  of  reflection  must  feel 
that  some  peculiar  moral  advantages  of  instruction  are  needed 
for  those  families  whose  whole  time  is  required  to  be  passed  in 
laborious  employments  for  physical  support.  If  the  happy 
mother,  whose  every  want  and  wish  is  supplied  as  soon  as 
known  by  her  rich  and  indulgent  husband,  finds  the  care  and 
responsibility  of  forming  the  minds  and  cultivating  the  hearts  of 
her  children  a serious  business,  demanding  much  thought  and 
occupying  many  hours  each  day  ; how  can  we  expect,  that  the 
worn  and  wearied  woman,  whose  every  moment  is  passed  in 
hard  or  hurried  work,  who  scarcely  can  spend  time  to  eat  her 
scanty  meals,  lest  she  should  not  complete  the  garment,  or 
carry  home  the  washing  in  season  to  obtain  money  for  the  next 
day’s  subsistence — how  can  we  expect  such  a mother  to  give 
to  her  young  children  that  particular  attention  which  every 
human  being  requires  in  early  life  ? 
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Our  public  schools  are  not  obliged  to  take  cognizance  of 
moral  conduct,  only  so  far  as  this  is  connected  with  intellectual 
advancement  and  the  pupils’  obedience  to  orders  while  under 
the  teacher’s  care.  Where  three  or  four  hundred  children  are 
daily  assembled  together,  little  of  the  individual  character  of 
each  child,  or  of  the  home  influences  which  are  moulding  it, 
can  be  known  to  the  instructor,  be  he  ever  so  faithful  and  con- 
scientious. These  are  some  of  the  reasons  which  should  move 
every  true  Christian  and  w ise  legislator  to  provide  special  moral 
advantages  of  school  education  for  the  laboring  class,  who  have 
not  the  means  of  procuring  them  for  their  children.  Never,  till 
this  class  is  thus  instructed,  will  society  be  safe,  and  human 
nature  be  permanently  progressive  in  goodness. 

We  sought  to  establish  a girls’  school  which  should  supply 
the  place  of  a well-ordered  home  to  those  who,  by  any  misfor- 
tune, were  denied  that  inestimable  blessing  to  the  young; 
where  the  instructress  should  emulate  the  prudent,  peaceful 
and  pious  mother’s  care,  and  instil  into  the  opening  hearts  of 
her  charge  those  virtuous  principles,  and  that  moral  delicacy  of 
feeling,  without  which  woman  is  a worthless  weed  in  the  gar- 
den of  the  world. 

We  did  not  intend  that  the  number  of  pupils  should  exceed 
thirty ; these  were  to  be  instructed  in  the  common  branches  of 
an  English  education  in  the  forenoon  ; the  afternoons  were  to 
be  devoted  to  needlework,  and  oral  instruction  in  the  social, 
moral  and  religious  duties  of  females.  To  those  who  were  not 
able  to  procure  books  we  supplied  them,  and  took  measures 
that  no  necessary  requisite  should  be  wanting  to  accelerate 
their  progress. 

But  the  novel  feature  in  our  plan  was,  that  we  furnished 
employment  to  these  little  girls,  and,  as  soon  as  they  could 
make  a shirt,  paid  them  the  same  price  for  their  work  that  we 
paid  their  mothers.  They  soon  learned  to  make  plain  gingham 
shirts  for  seamen,  and  were  supplied  with  wo$r  from  the  Store. 

A number  of  private  schools  for  the  instruction  of  the  daugh- 
ters of  the  poor  in  needlework  have,  heretofore,  been  opened 
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n Boston.  The  benevolent  ladies,  who  supported  these 
schools,  sent  their  own  work  for  the  children  to  perform,  ex- 
cept on  certain  days,  when  the  girls  were  permitted  to  sew 
or  themselves.  This  plan,  however,  did  not  find  favor  with 
he  parents — they  complained  that  their  children  had  to  work 
for  the  ladies,  which  was  the  same  as  paying  for  tuition,  not 
taking  into  account  the  kindness  of  these  ladies  in  furnishing  an 
opportunity  of  learning  an  art  so  essential.  In  short,  it  required 
forethought  and  self-denial,  to  appreciate  the  advantages  offered 
them  in  this  way  ; which  qualities,  had  these  poor  people 
possessed,  they  would  never  have  needed  the  charity. 

We  resolved  from  the  first  to  make  our  school  truly  wrhat  it 
was  announced — gratuitous — and  see  if  we  could  not,  hy  the 
offer  of  inducements  to  industry,  incite  that  spirit  of  independ- 
ent reliance  on  their  own  exertions,  which  so  surely  operates 
to  improve  the  judgment  and  habits,  and  prevent  want  and 
pauperism. 

At  first,  an  offer  of  work  to  the  pupils,  for  which  they  were 
to  be  paid,  was  received  by  the  parents  with  incredulity  or  dis- 
trust. It  was  a method  of  benevolence  they  had  never  heard 
of.  They  fancied  we  had  some  sinister  design,  in  such  a strange 
proceeding.  They  feared  we  intended  to  lay  some  claim  to 
the  future  services  of  their  children,  on  account  of  the  money 
we  paid  them.  One  or  two  timid  mothers  actually  kept  their 
little  girls  at  home,  till  the  matter  could  be  cleared  up.  Still, 
our  school  went  on,  and  the  pupils’  work  and  earnings  increased 
every  week.  Meantime,  Mrs.  Taylor,  and  the  Instructress  were 
indefatigable  in  their  endeavors  to  convince  the  parents  that 
only  the  best  good  of  their  children  was  intended.  At  length, 
they  were  satisfied,  and  now  the  confidence  in  our  school  seems 
unbounded.  There  are  many  applications  for  admittance  which 
we  are  obliged  to  refuse,  because  we  have  as  many  pupils  as 
our  room  will  accommodate.  The  present  number  is  between 
thirty  and  forty.  The  school  is  kept  in  a neat  apartment  under 
the  Bethel,  where  we  wish  the  ladies  of  our  Society  would  oc- 
casionally visit,  and  see  how  comfortable  and  happy  these  little 
girls  are  rendered  by  their  excellent  teacher  ; and  how  busily 
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too,  they  work.  They  have  already  made  for  the  store  over 
seventy  shirts  ; the  lowest  price  paid  per  shirt  is  twenty  cents, 
and  for  the  making  of  the  best  kind,  seventy-five  cents.  The 
whole  sum  paid  our  pupils  for  work  amounts  to  about  seventeen 
dollars ; but  had  we  distributed  seven  hundred  among  them  in 
charity,  without  the  instruction  which  has  accompanied  their 
wages,  and  without  any  agency  of  their  own  in  obtaining  the 
money,  the  benefit  secured  would  have  borne  no  more  com- 
parison to  what  has  been  effected,  than  would  the  pouring  of  a 
bucket  of  water  to  revive  and  open  a parched  flower,  compare 
with  the  influences  of  the  gentle  dew  and  the  soft  sunshine. 

We  do  not  hesitate  to  say  that  wTe  consider  this  school  the 
most  important  feature  in  the  charities  of  the  Seaman’s  Aid  So- 
ciety. The  clothing-store,  and  pensions  to  widows,  ameliorate 
the  physical  condition  of  a number  of  suffering  families;  but  this 
school,  if  it  can  be  continued,  will  lay  the  foundation  for  moral 
improvement  in  character,  of  a large,  useful,  and  hitherto  cru- 
elly neglected  class  of  the  community. 

The  education  of  seamen’s  wives  and  daughters  is  made  more 
absolutely  necessary  by  the  almost  constant  absence  from  home 
of  the  men  of  this  profession  ; — consequently  the  whole  order- 
ing of  the  household,  and  bringing  up  the  children  devolves  upon 
the  females.  Shall  these  be  allowed  to  remain  in  ignorance, 
surrounded  by  temptations  to  vices  of  the  worst  and  most  pol- 
luting kind,  without  any  effort  being  made  to  mould  their  hab- 
its rightly,  and  enlighten  their  minds  and  fortify  their  hearts  to 
resist  and  avoid  evil  ? 

We  will  not  believe  it.  The  benevolent  only  need  to  re- 
flect on  this  subject,  and  they  must  be  convinced  of  its  impor- 
tance. The  school  will  be  sustained.  We  want  funds  to- in- 
vest for  its  support,  which  shall  insure  its  continuance,  whatever 
may  be  the  result  of  our  other  plans  of  charity.  We  want  too, 
the  means  of  enlarging  the  school  and  perfecting  its  course  of 
education  more  thoroughly  than  we  have  yet  done.  Shall  we 
go  on  with  these  improvements  ? The  library  established  for 
seamen’s  children  still  continues  to  be  to  them  a source  of 
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unusement  and  instruction.  Every  Saturday  afternoon  they 
ire  permitted  to  take  books,  one  volume  for  each  family.  Fre- 
quently there  are  seventy  or  eighty  children  in  one  afternoon. 
We  have  expended  about  fijlj  dollars  for  books  during  the 
rear,  and  need  more. 

The  sales  at  the  Store  have  increased,  but  not  as  rapidly  as 
ve  could  desire.  Our  clothing  is  much  better  made  than  that 
)f  the  slop-shops  generally,  and  we  sell  it  at  the  common  prices. 
But  the  nefarious  combination  among  the  landlords,  which  they 
lo  not  pretend  to  deny,  still  continues.  They  make  arrange- 
nents  with  the  keepers  of  slop-shops,  by  which  each  landlord 
eceives  ten,  twelve,  and  in  some  cases  as  much  as  fifteen  per 
:ent.  on  the  cost  of  all  clothing  purchased  by  the  seamen  which 
ie  sends  to  the  shop.  Of  course,  every  inducement  and  arti- 
ice  is  resorted  to,  in  order  to  prevent  sailors  from  purchasing 
it  the  S.  A.  Store,  not  only  because  the  landlord  loses  the 
iremium,  but  also  lest  the  sailors  should  learn  how  they  are 
mposed  upon,  put  off  with  miserably  made  garments,  and  often 
it  exorbitant  prices.*  We  do  not  say  that  all  the  keepers  of 
ailor’s  boarding  houses  are  in  this  league.  There  are  honora- 
>!e  exceptions,  and  by  the  recommendations  of  these  humane 
ew.  and  the  powerful  influence  of  Mr.  Taylor,  our  Store  is 
,aining  on  the  confidence  of  seamen. 

But  the  present  boarding-house  system  must  be  swept  away, 
ike  an  unclean  thing,  before  much  real,  permanent  improve- 
uent  can  be  effected.  And  since  our  last  Report  one  sugges- 
ion  then  made  has  been  acted  upon — the  “ Seaman’s  Home’’ 
las  been  provided.  This  important  measure,  the  first  of  a 
eries  destined  to  work  the  salvation  of  sailors,  has  been  accom- 
dished  by  the  wise  and  liberal  benevolence  of  the  “ Seaman's 

* V/e  hope  that  all  who  have  influence  witli  Seamen,  will  recommend 
lem  to  our  Store  for  clothing.  In  no  way  can  the  friends  of  our  charity 
;d  us  more  effectually.  Will  not  the  Merchants  of  Boston,  who  have 
ich  an  interest  in  commerce,  promote  our  undertaking?  To  have  the 
ondition  and  character  of  Seamen  improved,  is  surely,  to  them,  of  much 
nportance. 
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Friend  Society.”  We  learn  that  the  experiment  has  succeed- 
ed wonderfully — that  the  boarding  house  is  full,  and  those  who 
obtain  a berth  there  account  themselves  most  fortunate.  They 
are  truly  so.  To  escape  from  the  horrid  scenes  and  tempta- 
tions to  which  they  have  been  exposed  in  many  vile  places, 
and  to  find  themselves  in  a safe  asylum,  a well-ordered  home, 
where  every  thing  is  arranged  for  their  comfort,  where  they 
are  treated  kindly,  advised  honestly,  warned  faithfully,  and 
encouraged  in  their  good  resolutions  of  temperance,  prudence 
and  pietyr,  must  be  like  escaping  from  a burning  vessel,  sur- 
rounded by  voracious  sharks,  to  a pleasant  island,  where  the 
soft,  fresh  breezes  of  the  morning  are  diffusing  around  life, 
health  and  happiness. 

W e rejoice  that  that  Society  has  succeeded  in  its  design : 
and  trust  that  ours  is  ready  to  follow  such  a noble  example  ol 
beneficence.  Already  Mr.  Taylor  has  matured  his  plan  of  a> 
boarding-house.  The  grounds  and  buildings  are  obtained.  He 
does  not  expect  the  ladies  to  furnish  any  part  of  the  funds  foi 
the  estate ; hut  he  indulges  the  hope  that  they  will  assist  in 
furnishing  the  house.  Many  ladies  find  their  garrets  cumbered 
with  unnecessary  or  obsolete  articles,  which  would  make  ex- 
cellent furniture  for  this  “ Mariner’s  House.”  Will  they  nol 
make  a free-will  offering  of  these  ? Let  a Committee  of  ladies 
from  the  S.  A.  Society  be  appointed  to  solicit  donations  o 
household  furniture  and  money",  and  we  cannot  doubt  but  the 
success  will  be  complete. 

Immense  will  be  the  blessings  and  benefits  which  these  So 
ciety  boarding-houses  will  confer.  The  sailors  will  have  i 
standard  by  which  to  judge  the  character  of  other  boarding 
houses — a place  of  refuge  from  the  oppressor.  The  combina 
tion  of  the  landlords  to  fleece  these  poor  men  will  be  exposet 
more  and  more.  Every  new  development  of  fraud  and  cruelty 
will  continue  to  excite  sympathy  and  indignation,  till  publii 
opinion  will  put  down,  by  merited  scorn  and  reproach,  tin 
tempters  and  persecutors  of  those,  whose  profession  prevent: 
them  from  learning  to  guard  against  the  deceptions  of  worldlj 


men. 
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Thus  far  we  have  gone  on  ground,  in  some  measure,  tried ; 
before  closing,  however,  we  wish  to  present,  for  your  consider- 
ation, some  new  modes  of  benevolent  action,  which  must,  as 
we  think,  be  entered  upon,  if  we  would  secure  to  the  objects  of 
our  charity,  real,  lasting  benefits  by  what  we  have  already  done. 

In  our  last  Report,  we  laid  down,  as  the  principle  which  our 
Society  was  endeavoring  to  test,  “ that  to  find  employment  for 
the  poor,  paying  them  a just  price  for  the  labor,  is  the  only 
charity  which  will  permanently  improve  their  condition,  and 
benefit  society .”  And  this  principle  we  still  think  of  para- 
mount importance. 

But  experience  and  observation  has  shown  us  that,  to  make 
the  system  complete,  another  principle  must  be  carried  out  in 
connexion  and  harmony  with  the  first,  namely,  to  secure  to  the 
industrious  poor  the  just  enjoyment  of  their  own  earnings,  by 
talcing  measures  to  save  them  from  paying  exorbitant  prices 
! for  the  necessaries  of  life. 

It  is  a notorious  fact,  that  the  poor  now  pay  from  twenty  to 
a hundred  per  cent,  more  for  groceries  and  fuel  than  the  rich. 
The  latter  can  purchase  in  large  quantities,  and  at  favorable 
periods  ; the  former,  having  not  the  means  to  lay  by  a stock, 
or  take  advantage  of  the  market,  are  obliged  to  buy  tea  by  the 
ounce,  wood  by  the  foot,*  and  coal  by  the  peck. 

We  do  not  lay  the  blame  of  these  higher  proportionate  pri- 
1 ces,  altogether  on  the  dealers ; to  sell  in  small  quantities,  and 
at  scarce  seasons,  would  righteously  enhance  the  value.  But 
the  hardship  to  the  poor,  in  paying  these  heavy  taxes  on  their 
indigence,  is  none  the  less  on  that  account.  It  can  be  reme- 
died. Let  the  benevolent  form  an  association,  to  purchase  fuel 
when  it  is  cheapest,  and  keep  a sufficient  stock  to  sell  to  these 
poor  laboring  people,  women  in  particular,  at  only  such  advance 
as  shall  be  necessary  to  cover  the  extra  expenses  of  dealing  it 
out  in  small  quantities.  Such  a method  would  be  far  better  for 
the  poor,  and  less  onerous  to  those  who  contribute,  than  the 
method  now  practiced  by  the  city  authorities,  and  some  benev- 

* Many  poor  women  are  obliged  to  buy  wood  by  the  stick. 
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olent  societies,  of  distributing  wood,  gratuitously,  three  months 
in  the  winter  ; leaving  the  poor,  during  the  long,  cold  spring, 
to  pay  the  high  prices  which,  at  that  season,  are  sure  to  be 
demanded  for  fuel.  Besides  the  injury  to  the  habits  and  char- 
acter of  the  industrious  poor,  which  this  depending  on  elee- 
mosynary aid  so  frequently  induces,  there  is  a bitterness  of 
feeling  excited  by  knowing,  as  they  do,  that  the  price  of  every 
essential  article  of  living  is  to  them  enhanced.  They  would 
regard  far  more  gratefully  the  man  who  sold  them  wood  at  a 
favorable  price  the  whole  year  round,  than  he  who  gave  them 
wood  for  one  half  the  time,  and  raised  the  rate  beyond  the 
mean  price  on  the  other  half  year,  by  which  all  their  savings 
from  his  former  charity  would  be  absorbed.  The  love  of  in- 
dependence is  a strong  feeling  in  the  human  heart;  it  was  im- 
planted for  good  and  great  purposes,  and  it  cannot  be  crushed 
and  mortified  without  severe  suffering,  and  often  deep  injury  to 
morals  and  character.  Before  God,  human  beings  are  willing 
to  humble  themselves  ; but  in  their  intercourse  with  each  other, 
it  is  their  nature  to  regard  what  they  consider  justice  far  more 
complacently  than  mercy. 

Another  necessary  of  life  in  our  climate,  is  a place  of  shelter ; 
and  rent  is  the  word  of  fear  and  sorrow  which  afflicts  the  needy. 
We  often  feel  as  though  all  our  exertions  to  do  them  good 
were  of  no  avail  whatever.  All  that  we  give,  the  increased 
wages  w7e  pay,  only  form  a pretext  for  many  of  the  owners  of 
those  miserable  tenements  in  which  our  poor  are  obliged  to  live, 
to  demand  higher  rent.  Some  of  the  widows,  to  whom  we 
allow  monthly  pensions,  have  had  their  rent  so  raised,  that  the 
money  we  pay  them  scarcely  meets  the  advance.  They  tell 
us,  it  is  of  no  use  to  allow  more,  for  if  we  do  the  landlord  will 
be  sure  to  rise  in  his  demands.  What  shall  be  done  ? 

Many  of  the  rooms  are  so  cold,  dark  and  inconvenient,  that 
the  inmates  cannot  be  made  comfortable. 

Is  it  not  a social  evil,  which  should  make  rich  men,  who  live 
under  the  light  of  that  Gospel,  which  enjoins  them  to  do  as 
they  would  be  done  by, ashamed  to  call  themselves  Christians — 
that  the  owners  of  the  mean,  wretched  tenements,  in  the 
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crowded  parts  of  the  city,  are  demanding  and  actually  receiv- 
ing, from  the  very  poorest  people,  rents  nearly  double  in  pro- 
portion to  those  paid  by  the  occupiers  of  elegant  dwellings  ? 

“ You  surely  cannot  give  seven-and-sixpence  a week  for 
this  miserable  room,  and  in  such  a house,  too?”  said  a lady  to 
a widow,  who  had  sent  for  her  in  distress  about  her  rent. 

“ No,  ma’am.  I pay  four-and-sixpence  for  this  room,  and 
fifty  cents  for  the  chamber  over  it.” 

“ Can  you  not  do  with  one  room  ?” 

“ Oh  ! yes.  I don’t  make  any  use  of  the  chamber  at  all, 
and  did  not  want  it  ; but  the  landlord  would  not  let  me  come 
into  the  house,  unless  I would  hire  the  two  rooms,  at  that  price. 
And  I had  no  where  to  go  ; and  hoped  to  be  able  to  find  an- 
other place  soon  ; and  now  I am  sick,  and  cannot  go  out  or 
work,  and  he  says  I must  pay  him  the  whole  rent  if  I beg  for  it.” 

The  house  in  which  this  widow  was  thus,  as  it  were,  com- 
pelled to  live,  was  so  old  and  ruinous,  that  not  another  tenant 
had  been  found  to  occupy  it ; and  the  owner,  who  was  reputed 
to  be  worth  his  tens  of  thousands,  seized  the  opportunity  of  her 
want  of  shelter,  to  oblige  her  to  hire  two  rooms,  where  he 
knew  she  did  not  want  but  one  ; thus  adding,  by  this  extortion, 
a few  more  dollars  to  his  store.  Truly  did  the  poet  say, 

“ Man’s  inhumanity  to  man, 

Makes  countless  thousands  mourn.” 

But  all  men  are  not  thus  hard-hearted.  There  is  a noble 
spirit  of  beneficence  in  Boston.  This  we  wish  to  direct  to  the 
temple  of  justice.  Those  who  are  endowed  with  clearer  judg- 
ment, and  better  talents,  who  have  enjoyed  the  advantages  of 
education,  and  inherited  or  acquired  large  wealth,  should  con- 
sider these  advantages  as  imposing  on  them  the  duty  of  pro- 
tectors and  benefactors  to  those  who  cannot  help  themselves  ; 
securing  to  such  that  justice  which  their  sex,  their  ignorance, 
or  their  low  estate,  prevents  them  from  obtaining  in  the  busi- 
ness of  the  world. 

Now,  one  of  the  greatest  evils  which  the  virtuous  poor  suffer, 
arises  from  the  want  of  suitable  rooms,  at  a reasonable  rent. 
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There  are  associations  of  rich  men,  who  are  adorning  the  citj 
with  splendid,  palace-like  dwellings  for  the  wealthy — why  can 
not  an  association  be  formed  to  build  some  neat,  commodious 
comfortable  houses,  prepared  purposely  to  accommodate  those 
who  are  able  to  hire  only  one  room  ? Let  the  rent  be  fixed  ai 
fifty  or  seventy-five  cents  per  week,  or  such  rate  as  would  be 
equivalent  to  the  owners  to  six  per  cent,  interest,  which  woulc 
make  these  houses  good  property.  Let  them  be  considered  as 
destined  for  poor  widows,  and  such  other  families  as  were 
recommended  by  Benevolent  Societies  ; none  to  be  admitted 
who  were  not  reputable  and  deserving.  Many  such  virtuous 
poor  there  are  in  our  city — those  on  whom  fortune  has  always 
looked  coldly — whose  utmost  exertions,  in  health  and  during 
plenteous  times, 

“ Just  saved  the  inventory,  bed  and  stool, 

Slullet,  and  old  carved  chest,  from  public  sale 

but  who  now,  by  sickness,  or  the  severe  pressure  which  has 
caused  retrenchments  to  be  made  by  those  who  formerly  gave 
them  employment,  are  in  sadness,  and  despair;  and  must,  il 
not  aided  in  their  own  exertions,  become  paupers.  They  feel 
as  if  the  whole  world  was  against  them  ; that  they  have  been 
trodden  down,  and  there  is  none  to  help.  And  every  week 
comes  the  rent,  and  of  late,  raised  so  high  as  to  absorb  nearly 
all  they  can  earn.  It  is  these  circumstances  which  so  kindle 
the  heart-burnings  of  the  poor  against  the  rich.  They  feel  that 
wealth  is  used  to  oppress,  and,  therefore,  what  is  given  in  char- 
ity, they  receive  as  that  which  has  been  wrung  from  them;  not 
as  a gratuity.  But  only  let  the  poor  see  that  the  influential 
and  opulent  are  using  their  power  as  a barrier  to  prevent  the 
tide  of  speculation  from  overwhelming  the  little  spots  where 
their  household  comforts,  all  that  they  ever  expect  to  possess 
in  this  world,  are  enshrined,  and  they  will  rejoice  to  live  be- 
neath its  shelter.  The  rich  would  find  their  sure  reward  in 
thus  binding  the  poor  to  their  hearts  ; for  the  former  should 
not  forget  that,  in  our  country,  law  and  of  course  the  rights  of 
property,  have  no  enduring  basis  but  in  public  opinion.  These 
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ameliorations  of  the  condition  of  the  poor  must  be  made,  or 
society  cannot  be  safe.  The  industrious  must  be  encouraged, 
not  maintained, and  made  to  feel  that  their  efforts  will  not  be  in 
vain  ; for  hope  is  as  essential  to  prudence  and  virtue,  as  to 
happiness.  And  though  we  can  do  nothing  of  ourselves,  for 
the  wealth  of  the  world  is  not  at  the  disposal  of  woman,  yet 
we  can  disseminate  these  sentiments  ; and  to  the  “ Society  for 
the  suppression  of  Pauperism,”  we  may  assuredly  look  for 
active  co-operators. 

There  is  one  other  subject,  of  most  distressing  import  to  our 
poor  women,  which  we  will  venture  to  bring  before  you.  It  is 
one  which  cannot  be  remedied  without  legislative  interference ; 
yet  concerning  so  deeply  as  it  does  our  sex,  we  think  that 
ladies  should  take  some  cognizance  of  the  matter.  W e allude 
to  the  law  which  gives  to  the  husband  uncontrolled  power  over 
the  personal  property  of  his  wife.  Though  she  possessed  a 
million  of  dollars  before  she  marries,  she  cannot,  after  she  is  a 
wife,  dispose  of  a dollar  in  her  own  right.  She  must  go  to  her 
husband  to  beg  moriey  for  her  charities ! It  is  true,  that,  be- 
fore marriage,  a written  agreement  may  be  made,  securing  to 
the  woman  the  use  and  disposal  of  her  own  property.  But 
this  precaution  few  maidens,  when  about  to  marry  the  man 
they  love,  would  like  to  insist  upon  ; as  it  is  generally  thought 
to  carry  some  reproach  to  the  lover,  as  though  he  were  not 
worthy  her  confidence.  Occasionally,  there  is  found  a really 
just  man,  who  insists  on  securing  to  his  wife  her  own  property; 
but  these  noble-hearted  husbands  are  few  ; most  men  persuade 
themselves  that,  what  law  and  custom  sanctions,  is  right ; not 
reflecting  that  there  is  scarcely  a crime  or  wrong  recorded  in  the 
annals  of  the  human  race,  which  has  not,  in  some  age,  or  by 
some  people,  been  committed  under  the  sanction  of  custom  or 
law. 

It  would  be  easy  to  show  the  flagrant  injustice  of  this  law  in 
its  operation  on  the  rich  ; how,  not  unfrequently,  the  property 
of  a wife,  inherited  from  her  father,  is  squandered  by  her  ex- 
travagant husband,  or  lost  in  some  wild  speculations ; or,  by 
2* 


18 


her  death,  lavished  on  the  children  of  another  wife  ; while  the 
grand-children  of  the  man,  to  whom  the  husband  was  indebted 
for  all  his  consequence  or  wealth,  are  thrown  penniless  into 
the  world. 

But  we  have  not  time  to  dwell  on  these  consequences  of  an 
oppressive  and  unjust  statute,  nor  the  abili'y  or  knowledge 
sufficient  to  elucidate  all  the  evils  of  this  legalized  plunder. 
We  are  pleading  the  cause  of  the  poor,  to  whom  this  law, 
which  subjects  the  property  earned  by  the  wife,  even  while 
separated  from  her  husband,  supporting  herself,  and,  it  may  be, 
a family  of  young  children,  by  the  labor  of  her  own  hands,  to 
seizure  for  his  debts,  is  as  cruel  as  these  of  Draco!  If  it  be 
not  written  in  blood,  it  has  wrung  seas  of  bitter  tears  from  the 
broken-hearted  wife. 

Sometimes  the  husband,  after  spending  all  his  living,  is  gone 
for  months,  or  years,  contributing  nothing  to  his  family ; the 
wife,  meanwhile,  for  she  is  a mother,  and  rarely  does  a mother 
give  up  the  ship  in  which  her  children  are  embarked,  labors 
and  saves  ; and  finally  succeeds  in  furnishing  her  little  room 
comfortably.  The  husband  returns.  He  pleads  to  be  ad- 
mitted, promises  amendment,  and  she,  womanlike,  receives 
him.  For  a short  time  all  goes  on  happily  ; but  the  mania  of 
intoxication  seizes  him — he  is  a madman — but  still,  unless  his 
wife  will  appear  against  him  in  a criminal  prosecution,  she  has 
no  shield  from  his  injustice.  He  can  take  all  her  furniture, 
even  her  clothing,  and  that  of  her  children,  and  sell  them, 
legally,  for  rum.  And  there  are  in  this  city,  dealers  in  that 
moral  poison,  who  will  encourage  him  in  doing  this;  and  re- 
ceive the  last  cent  of  her  earnings,  though  they  knew  she  and 
her  children  were  perishing  with  cold  and  hunger  ! 

I am  aware  that  it  will  be  said,  by  some,  that  the  wife  should 
not  have  received  her  husband  when  he  returned  ; or  that  she 
should  have  brought  a criminal  process,  and  had  him  placed  in 
the  house  of  correction.  But  he  was  the  father  of  her  chil- 
dren, and  it  is  the  nature  of  woman  to  be  affectionate  and  for- 
giving. She  has,  doubtless,  too  much,  for  her  own  happiness, 
of  that  trusting  faith  which  whispers, 
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“ f know  not,  I ask  not  if  guilt’s  in  that  heart ; 

“ 1 know  that  I love  thee,  whatever  thou  art.” 

But,  these  deep  affections,  this  self-sacrificing  spirit,  are  the 
cement  of  society.  Without  these  confiding  feelings,  weak- 
nesses if  you  will,  in  the  nature  of  woman,  the  world  would 
never  be  humanized  and  civilized.  But  as  these  tendencies, 
combined  with  her  physical  inferiority,  place  her  under  the  pow- 
er of  the  individual  man  whom  she  loves ; and  as  he  sometimes 
proves  a brute  or  a tyrant,  legislators  should  more  carefully  pro- 
tect her  from  injustice  by  legal  enactments.  There  are  cases 
,of  this  injustice  weekly,  we  might  almost  say  daily,  so  flagrant, 
that  savages  would  revolt  at  them.  Yet  there  is  no  remedy 
while  the  law  gives  to  the  husband  the  uncontrolled  right  over 
his  wife’s  earnings.  We  cannot  believe  that  wise  and  good 
men,  if  they  were  once  aroused  to  thought  on  this  subject, 
would  wish  this  law  to  remain  as  it  now  is.  And  although  the 
fortunate  ladies,  who  constitute  the  Seaman’s  Aid  Society, 
may  not  one  of  them  suffer  in  consequence  of  the  statute ; 
yet  they  should  feel  none  the  less  for  those  who  are  subjected 
to  its  demoralizing  and  soul-withering  influence. 

The  sympathies  of  woman  should  always  be  awakened  by 
the  woes  of  woman,  for  the  lot  of  all  is,  in  the  main,  the  same. 

“ — Silent  tears  to  weep, 

And  patient  smiles  to  wear  through  suffering’s  hour, 

And  sumless  riches,  from  affections’  deep, 

To  pour  on  broken  reeds  a wasted  shower — 

And  to  make  idols,  and  to  find  them  clay, 

And  to  bewail  that  worship — therefore  pray  !” 

Yes,  let  us  pray  ; not  each  one  for  herself,  but  for  our  sex, 
our  society,  for  our  poor — that  we  may  be  sustained  in  patient 
well-doing,  till  the  oppressions*  that  weigh  down  those  who 
have  none  to  help  them,  are  removed,  and  that  instruction  im- 
parted to  the  young  which  shall  dignify  and  adorn  their  lowly 
estate,  fit  them  for  usefulness  in  this  life,  and  impress  them  with 
that  religious  trust,  which  shall,  by  the  blessing  of  God,  educate 
them  for  heaven. 


* It  is  now  about  eight  years  since  the  Boston  Port  Society  was  formed. 
Previous  to  that,  some  efforts  had  been  made  by  benevolent  individuals  for 
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the  instruction  of  Seamen  in  their  religious  duties  ; but  little  improvement, 
however,  had  appeared.  The  community  took  no  interest  in  the  subject  ; 
the  Sailor  was  scarcely  accounted  a human  being — certainly  not  a reason- 
able one.  But  by  the  indefatigable  labors  of  the  Rev.  Mr.  Taylor,  public 
sentiment  was  at  length  awakened,  and  public  sympathy  with  the  wants 
and  wroes  of  Seamen  began  to  inquire  in  earnest,  what  could  be  done  ? 

The  erection  of  the  Seaman’s  Bethf.i,  Church,  was  the  first  thing  un- 
dertaken ; this  was  in  1832.  Since  then,  there  has  been  established  in 
Boston,  a Seaman’s  Savings  Bank,  (in  which  the  Sailors  have  already 
deposited  upwards  of  thirty  thousand  dollars,  in  small  sums,  that  would  oth- 
erwise have  been  wasted,  or  filched  from  them;)  a Seaman’s  Reading 
Room,  a Sabbath  School,  (attended  every  Sabbath,  by  Seamen  and  their 
children,)  Infant  School,  Seaman’s  Temperance  Society,  Seaman’s 
Aid  Society  and  Clothing  Store,  and  a Free  Nautical  School  estab- 
lished by  Rev.  Mr.  Taylor,  where  more  than  ninety  young  men  have  been 
already  received  and  instructed.  And  the  Free  School  for  the  daughters 
of  Seamen,  which  the  Seaman's  Aid  Society  has  opened.  There  are  also 
several  temperance  hoarding  houses  for  Seamen,  and  the  “ Seaman’s  Home,” 
under  the  care  of  the  Seaman’s  Friend  Society. 

When  the  Mariner’s  House,  under  the  care  of  the  Bethel  Union  Soci- 
ety is  opened,  the  horizon  of  the  poor  tempest-tost  mariner  will  indeed  look 
smiling  as  he  enters  this  port,  and  he  will  hail  Boston  as  his  city  of  refuge 
from  temptations  and  oppressions,  from  sin  and  sorrow. 


SUPPLEMENT. 


To  the  Seamen  of  Boston : 

While  you  are  on  the  ocean,  far  from  your  homes,  the 
jadies  of  the  Seaman’s  Aid  Society  are  endeavoring  to  pro- 
note the  comfort  of  your  wives  and  little  children.  We  pro- 
ide  needlework  for  poor  females  belonging  to  the  families  of 
Seamen,  and  in  the  Seaman’s  Aid  Clothing  Store  are  placed 
he  garments  made  by  the  hands  of  the  destitute  widow  or  or- 
)han,  whose  husband  or  father  was  buried,  perhaps,  beneath 
he  waves. 

We  pay  these  poor  females  nearly  twice  as  much  for  their 
vork  as  the  slop-shops  allow,  and  we  sell  the  garments  at  the 
ame  price  as  the  slop-shops  sell.  Come  and  see  if  these  things 
ire  not  so.  Come  to  the  Clothing  Store,  under  the  Seaman’s 
Bethel,  your  own  Store , where  you  will  find  garments  of  good 
naterials,  and  made  in  the  best  manner, — garments,  with 
itrong  seams,  that  will  not  be  blown  apart  in  the  first  gale,  but 
vill  keep  you  wrarm  and  comfortable  through  the  rough  voy- 
tge.  Come  and  pay  us  your  money  for  clothing : we  will  ex- 
pend the  money  in  doing  good  to  Seamen  and  their  families. 
iVe  give  no  credit ; but  when  a poor  shipwrecked  sailor  calls, 
tnd  is  recommended  by  that  friend  of  Seamen,  the  Rev.  Mr. 
Taylor,  we  give  him  his  apparel  without  money  and  without 
irice. 

Come,  then,  in  the  hour  of  your  prosperity,  and  sustain  our 
plan  of  the  Clothing  Store,  and  in  the  hour  of  your  adversity 
mu  may  with  confidence  claim  relief  from  the  Seaman’s  Aid 
Society. 
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OFFICERS  FOR  1837. 


PRESIDENT. 

MRS.  SARAH  J.  HALE. 

SECRETARY. 

MRS.  STEPHEN  RHOADES 

TREASURER. 

MISS  ANN  E.  COFFIN.* 


\Irs.  H.  Locke, 

“ E.  T.  Taylor, 

“ Norton, 

MANAGERS. 

Mrs.  C.  Arnold, 

“ E.  T.  F.  Richardson 
“ A.  Fearing. 

Mrs.  Samuel  S.  Abbot 
“ L.  B.  Adams 
“ Abel  Adams 
“ A.  Adams 
“ J.  D.  Adams 
“ J.  M.  Allen 
“ H.  Allen 

Miss  H.  M.  Allen 

Mrs.  Asa  Ames 
“ E.  T.  Andrews 
“ Chs.  Arnold 
“ J.  C.  Ayer 
“ Martin  Bates 

Miss  Sarah  Bates 

Mrs.  N.  A.  Barrett 
“ Chs.  Barnardf 
“ Henry  Bass 
“ E.  Bacon 

MEMBERS. 

Miss  L.  Bancroft 

Mrs.  H.  P.  Bancroft 
“ Joseph  Ballard 
“ Isaac  Bell 

Miss  Mary  Benjamin 
“ Susan  Benjamin 

Mrs.  M.  A.  Beale 
“ S.  Billings 

Miss  H.  M.  Billings 

Mrs.  James  Blake 
“ Wm.  Blake 
“ Wm.  E.  Blanchar 

Eliza  Bliss 
“ J.  F.  Bowers 
“ P.  C.  Brooks,  Jr. 

“ John  Bradford 
“ Stephen  Brown 
“ Wm.  Brown 

Corner  of  Essex  Place.  t Dead. 
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Miss  M.  J.  Brown 
Mrs.  Cbs.  Brown 
“ Vernon  Brown 
“ S.  Brush 
“ J.  P.  Bradlee 
“ Samuel  Bradlee 
“ Levi  Brigham 
“ Benj.  Bussey 
“ J.  W.  Burdin 
Miss  M.  Burditt 
“ M.  W.  Burditt 
“ C.  Burdin 
“ M.  C.  Bumstead 
“ C.  Byles 
Mrs.  Samuel  Cabot 
“ Henry  Cabot 
“ Call 

£<  J.  Callender 
££  T.  H.  Carey 
“ T.  G.  Carey 
“ G.  B.  Carey 
Miss  H.  C ary 
££  A.  Cary 
<c  J.  H.  Cary 
Mrs.  James  Carter 
“ S.  Center 
££  H.  G.  Chapman 
“ Jonas  Chickering  $5 
“ Eliza  Childs 
££  Samuel  Cheesman 
££  C.  W.  Chamberlain 
££  Thomas  Chamberlain 
££  Caleb  Chase 
££  E.  Clark 
££  E.  D.  Clark 
££  B.  C.  Clark 
Miss  Sarah  W.  Clapp 
Mrs.  Wm.  Coffin 
Miss  Ann  E.  Coffin 
Mrs.  Joseph  Cotton,  Jr. 

££  Henry  Codman 


Mrs.  Copeland 

“ Reuben  Coombs 
££  Wm.  Cotting 
££  M.  Crowningshield 
££  E.  Crooker 
££  Cbs.  P.  Curtis  $2 
<£  Samuel  S.  Curtis 
££  Henry  Curtis 
“ N.  Curtis 
“ J.  L.  Cunningham 
“ Joshua  Davis  $2 
££  Eliza  Davis 
££  Thomas  A.  Davis 
££  Henry  Davis* 

Miss  Dali 
Mrs.  F.  W.  Dana 
££  George  Datracott 
££  Wm.  IJ.  Delano 
££  Daniel  Denny 
“ Franklin  Dexter 
££  Benj.  Dodd 

££  John  Dorr 

* 

££  Samuel  Downer,  Jr. 
££  John  D Wolf 
££  J.  B.  Dow 
££  David  IJ.  Ela 
££  R.  Ellis 
££  Otis  Everett,  Jr. 

££  Moses  Everett 
££  Samuel  Fales 
“ Stephen  Fairbanks 
Miss  Fairbanks 
Mrs.  Sarah  B.  Farwell 
££  Nathaniel  Faxon 
££  Andrew  Fearing 
££  Albert  Fearing  ,^‘2 
££  Freeman  Fisher 
“ Oliver  Fisher 
“ Josiah  Fisk 
££  J.  Fitch 
Miss  C.  Fitch 


Dead. 
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Irs.  R.  B.  Forbes 
“ A.  Foster 
liss  Foxcroft 
Irs.  Benj.  Freeman 
“ Wm.  Freeman 
“ N.  L.  Frothingham 
“ T.  N.  French 
“ John  French 
diss  E.  French 
drs.  Eben  Francis 

James  H.  Fullerton 
diss  M.  A.  Fullerton 
“ C.  Fullerton 
“ K.  Fullerton 
drs.  S.  D.  Gamage 
diss  L.  B.  Gale 
“ E.  Gale 
drs.  John  Gardner 
“ Wm.  H.  Gardiner 
“ E.  S.  Gardiner 
“ Gill 

“ Mary  Gilbert 
“ Wm.  Goddard 
Hiss  M.  C.  Goddard 
“ Lucy  Goddard 
drs.  Watson  Gore 
“ J.  Gore,  Jr. 

“ M.  Grant 
“ B.  B.  Grant 
“ Patrick  Grant 
“ B.  D.  Greene 
“ B.  H.  Greene 
“ M.  W.  Green 
“ F.  Green 
“ E.  M.  Green 
diss  Mary  Green 
drs.  Wm.  Grigg 
“ E.  J.  Griswold 
“ Nathaniel  Gurney 
“ Gurney  $3 
“ Sarah  J.  Hale 


Mrs.  Isaac  Hall 
“ James  Hall 
“ Samuel  Hall 
Miss  Mary  Hall 
“ Hall 

Mrs.  Wm.  J.  Hammatt 
“ M.  Hart 
“ S.  Harris 
“ B.  Harrington 
“ E.  Haskell 
“ George  Hayward 
“ R.  B.  Hewes 
Miss  E M.  Hill 
“ Hill 

“ M.  A.  Hicks 
“ C.  M.  Hicks* 
Mrs.  Sarah  Holland 
“ Chs.  Holbrook 
“ Samuel  Hooper 
“ A.  Howard 
Miss  E.  Howard 
Mrs.  D.  Ingalls 
Madam  Jackson 
Miss  E.  J.  Jackson 
Mrs  Lewis  Josselyn 
“ N.  C.  Keep 
“ John  Kettell 
“ Ktiowlton 
Miss  Knapp 
Mrs.  George  H.  Kuhn 
“ B.  Lamson 
Miss  Sarah  Lamson 
Mrs.  Wm.  B.  Lang 
“ Wm.  Lawrence 
“ Abbot  Lawrence 
“ Amos  Lawrence 
Miss  Lawrence 
Mrs.  J.  Lee* 

“ B.  Leeds 
“ Joseph  Lewis 
“ S.  S.  Lewis 


Dead. 
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Mrs.  Jolm  Lewis 
“ H.  Lock 
“ Giles  Lodge 
“ N.  K.  Lombard 
“ C.  J.  Loring* 

“ Henry  Loring 
“ Loring 
Miss  Harriet  Loring 
“ Helen  Loring 
Mrs.  M.  Lord 
“ Thomas  Lord 
“ J.  C.  Lowell 
“ J.  J.  Low 
l;  Francis  Low 
“ Samuel  May 
“ Nathaniel  May  hew 
Miss  Mayb  urn 
Mrs.  P.  Marett 
“ I.  Mansfield 
“ J.  Mason 
u Thomas  Mair 
“ Elijah  Mears 
“ D.  Messinger,  Jr. 
Miss  H.  Messinger 
Mrs.  Edward  Miller 
“ A.  Millet,  Jr. 

“ Wm.  H.  Montague 
“ S.  F.  Morse 
“ Thomas  Motley 
“ Thomas  Motley,  Jr. 
“ W.  W.  Motley 
“ M.  I.  Motte 
“ Otis  Munroe 
“ J.  Nash 
“ Cheever  Newhall 
“ J.  M.  Newhall 
Miss  E.  Newman 
“ A.  Newman 
“ M.  Newman 
Mrs.  L.  Nichols 
“ Thomas  Niles 


Mrs.  George  Noble 
“ R.  Norton  $2 
“ Dr.  Nourse 
“ Nancy  Oliver 
“ F.  J.  Oliver 
“ J.  Osgood 
“ F.  Parkman 
Miss  S.  Cabot  Parkman 
Mrs.  R.  G.  Parker 
“ James  Parker 
“ M.  S.  Parker 
“ Luther  Parks 
“ E.  Patterson,  Jr. 

“ C.  Payson 
“ T.  H.  Perkins 
Miss  S.  Perkins 
Mrs.  Thomas  Perkins 
“ Wm.  Perkins 
“ M.  S.  Perry 
“ A.  Peabody 
“ J.  Pierpont 
Miss  M.  Pierpont 
“ C.  Porter 
Mrs.  R.  Preston 
“ J.  Preston 
“ Wm.  Prescott 
“ Prescott 
“ Caleb  Pratt,  Jr. 
Miss  E.  F.  Prentice 
Mrs.  Jesse  Putnam 
Miss  C.  Putnam 
Mrs.  Josiah  Quincy 
Miss  A.  Quincy 
“ S.  Quincy 
Mrs.  Samuel  Quincy 
Miss  Quincy 

Mrs.  E.  T.  F.  Richardson 
“ Jeffry  Richardson 
“ Isaac  D.  Richards 
“ H.  G.  Rice 
“ H.  Rice 


Dead. 
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Mrs.  Benj.  Rich 
“ Chs.  Rich 
“ Samuel  Rich 
“ Louisa  F’oster  Ripley 
“ H.  Robbins 
Miss  Eliza  Robbins 
Mrs.  Roberts 
“ T.  H.  Rogers 
Miss  S.  Rogers 
Mrs.  E.  Rollins 
“ Eben  Rhoades 
“ Stephen  Rhoades 
“ A.  H.  Rhoades 
Miss  M.  Hall  Rhoades 
“ Sarah  H.  Rhoades 
Mrs.  Benj  Russell 
“ N.  P.  Russell 
Miss  Henrietta  W.  Russell 
Mrs.  H.  Sage 
Miss  M.  A.  Sayers 
“ C.  G.  Sayers 
Mrs.  George  Savage 
“ Wm.  Sawyer 
“ C.  T.  F.  Seaver 
“ Chs.  Seaver 
“ H.  Scudder 
“ D.  Scudder 
“ F.  G.  Shaw 
Miss  A.  B.  Shaw 
“ M.  Skinner 
Mrs.  J.  B.  Shattuck 
Miss  M.  P.  Shattuck 
Mrs.  B.  Smith 
“ Caroline  Smith 
“ Wm.  H.  Smith 
“ James  A.  Smith 
“ Dorcas  Smith 
“ Henry  Smith 
Mrs.  J.  V.  C.  Smith 
Miss  C.  D.  Smith 
“ M.  A.  L.  Smith 


Mrs.  S.  Spring 
Miss  M.  Stanton 
Mrs.  L.  Stetson 
Miss  T.  H.  Stetson 
Mrs.  John  Stearns 
“ E.  L.  Stevens 
Miss  Stevens 
Mrs.  Enos  Stewart 
“ Russell  Sturgis 
“ Wm.  Sturgis 
Miss  Elizabeth  Sturgis 
Mrs.  E.  Sullivan 
“ Bradford  Sumner 
Miss  C.  Sutton 
Mrs.  John  Swift 
“ M.  Symonds 
“ Chs.  Tappan 
“ E.  T.  Taylor 
“ J.  W.  Taylor 
M iss  E.  A.  Tewksbury 
Mrs.  J.  P.  Townsend 
“ H.  B.  Townsend 
“ S.  Torrey 
“ J.  G.  Torrey 
ic  P.  Thatcher 
“ Thatcher 
“ W.  W.  Thayer 
“ A.  Thorndike 
“ Chs.  Tracey 
« J.  W.  Trull 
“ J.  F,  Trull 
“ Joseph  Tuckerman 
“ Edward  Tuckerman 
Miss  S.  Tuckerman 
Mrs.  R.  D.  Tucker 
“ Otis  Turner* 

“ Job  Turner 
“ J.  S.  Tyler  $5 
“ John  Tyler 
“ Urann 
Miss  Urann 


Dead. 


28 


Mrs.  Vanbrunt 
“ A.  Veazie 
“ T.  B.  Wales 
“ M.  Ward 
“ John  Ware 
“ J.  C.  Warren 
“ Richard  Warren 
“ John  Waters 
“ R.  B.  Welsh 
“ J.  Welsh 
“ Daniel  Weld 
“ Weld 
Miss  B.  W.  Weld 
Mrs.  M.  Whalan 
“ F.  E.  White 
££  Chs.  White 
“ Marcia  White 


Mrs.  Chs.  A.  White 
“ J.  H.  Whitney 
“ W.  F.  Whitney 
“ H.  Whitney 
“ E.  K.  Whitaker 
“ S.  Wheeler 
“ T.  J.  Whittemore 
“ Whitwell 
“ J.  Wild 
“ Simon  Willard 
Miss  Willard 
Mrs.  J.  Wilson 
“ Winslow 
“ W.  P.  Winchester 
“ Amos  Wood 
“ R.  Wyman 


YEARLY  DONORS. 


Mr.  J.  D.  Adams 
“ Chs.  Arnold 
u E.  V.  Ashton 
“ Martin  Bates,  Jr. 
“ F.  W.  Barker 
“ V.  Brown 
Capt.  Albert  Brown 
“ J.  B.  Brush  $2 
Mr.  Heman  Daggett 
“ Wm.  H.  Delano 
“ H.  D.  Dutch 
t£  R.  H.  Eddy 
“ Chs.  French 
“ Josiali  Fisk 
“ George  Fisk 
Dr.  J.  D.  Fisher 
Mr.  A.  Fosler 
C£  H.  Fairbanks 
‘c  N.  Faxon 
“ B.  Harrington 
£t  H.  Higginson 
“ S.  Higginson 
“ C.  W.  Holbrook 


Mr.  Knott 
££  George  Kendall 
££  Noah  Lincoln 
££  J.  Liscom 
Capt.  H.  K.  Loring 
Mr.  G.  W.  Messinger 
££  G.  H.  Morse 
££  John  Mackay 
££  Ehen  S.  Nash 
££  Silas  A.  Nash 
££  S.  P.  Nash 
Rev.  Dr.  Parkman  ^3 
Capt.  George  Pollard  $2 
Hon.  Josiali  Quincy  $5 
Mr.  Eben  Rhoades 
“ Stephen  Rhoades 
Master  W.  Ward  Rhoades 
Mr.  Chs.  Rich 
Capt.  Benj.  Smith 
Mr.  Wm.  H.  Smith 
Lieut.  F.  A.  Smith 
Dr.  A.  B.  Snow 
Rev.  E.  T.  Taylor 
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Ir.  H.  B.  Townsend  Mr.  John  White* 

)r.  John  Ware  Master  Whitaker 

Ir.  S.  G.  Williams 

DONATIONS  OF  1835. 

$500 
10 

1000 


DONATIONS 


Irs.  S.  Blake 
“ Henry  Hall 
“ B.  B.  Grant 
l Friend 
liss  Mary  Hall 
i Seaman 


* 10  Hon.  Theo.  Lyman 
5 Miss  C.  Putnam 
3 Hon.  Theo.  Lyman 
1 Mrs.  L.  H.  Sigourney 
3 John  C.  Gore,  Esq. 

1 


To  the  Seaman's  Aid  Society  for  1836-7. 


'.  T.  Jackson,  Esq. 

$50 

Jackson,  Esq. 

30 

ames  Jackson 

20 

I.  C.  Bennett 

3 

i Friend 

300 

Irs.  Dix 

10 

Ir.  John  Christian 

1 

A Friend  $ 

Mr.  George  Smith 

A Friend 

Mrs.  Chamberlain 

Mrs.  J.  Prentiss, Keene, N.H.l 

Hon.  Theo.  Lyman,  Sen.  1550 


LIFE  MEMBERS. 


Irs.  Eliza  Bliss 


$20 


Deed. 
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and  Treasurer  may  have  no  power  to  draw  moneys  or  make 
appropriations,  except  by  their  vote.  Five  members  shall 
constitute  a quorum  for  doing  business. 

Art.  V.  The  President  shall  preside  at  all  meetings  of 
the  Society  and  Board  of  Managers — shall  sign  all  orders  on 
the  Treasurer,  and  shall  direct  special  meetings  to  be  called  at 
the  request  of  members.  In  the  absence  of  the  President,  a 
Moderator  shall  be  chosen. 

Art.  VI.  The  Secretary  shall  keep  a fair  record  of  the 
proceedings  of  the  Society,  and  at  each  meeting  of  the  Board 
read  the  record  of  the  last  preceding  meeting.  She  shall,  on 
special  occasions,  notify  the  members  of  the  meetings  of  the 
Society  and  the  Board. 

Art.  VII.  The  Treasurer  shall  collect  the  subscriptions 
of  members ; shall  take  in  charge  all  funds;  keep  an  account 
of  all  receipts  and  expenditures  ; and  shall  exhibit  a statement 
of  the  same  at  each  monthly  meeting  of  the  Managers,  and  an 
annual  report  to  the  Society. 

Art.  VIII.  The  Board  of  Managers  shall  hold  monthly 
meetings  on  the  second  Friday  in  each  month  ; then  each  in- 
dividual of  the  Board  shall  submit  the  applications  made  to  her 
for  relief,  in  order  that,  by  conferring  together,  impositions  may 
be  prevented,  and  the  real  worthy  alone  be  sustained  by  the  char- 
ity of  the  Society.  At  the  monthly  meetings  the  orders  on 
the  Treasurer  may  be  drawn  and  paid  ; and  the  Board  of  Man- 
agers, entitled  to  make  appropriations,  may,  each  one,  on  vote 
of  the  Board,  draw  from  the  Treasury,  a sum  not  exceeding 
five  dollars,  to  be  devoted  to  the  objects  of  the  Society,  ren- 
dering an  account  of  the  same,  at  the  next  monthly  meeting. 

Art.  IX.  The  Board  of  Managers  shall  have  power  to  fill 
any  vacancy  in  their  body  between  the  annual  meetings  ; they 
are  empowered  to  make  contracts  and  appoint  agents,  and  di- 
rect all  the  arrangements  necessary  to  carry  into  effect  the  be- 
nevolent purposes  of  the  Society. 

Art.  X.  There  shall  be  set  apart  from  the  funds  of  the 
Society  a certain  sum,  specified  by  the  Managers,  to  be  appro- 
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priated  solely  to  the  relief  of  sick  and  disabled  Seamen ; and 
on  application,  by  the  agent  of  the  Boston  Port  Society,  to  any 
member  of  the  Board  of  Managers,  aid  shall  be  granted  from 
this  fund. 

Art.  XI.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Board  of  Managers 
to  adopt,  from  time  to  time,  such  measures  as  they  deem  most 
judicious  to  increase  the  funds  of  the  Society. 

All  donations  shall  be  recorded  by  the  Secretary,  with  the 
names  of  the  donors,  unless  otherwise  requested  by  the  individ- 
ual, and  reported  at  the  Annual  Meeting. 

Art.  XII.  The  Board  of  Managers  shall,  at  every  Annual 
Meeting,  present  a statement  of  their  proceedings. 

Art.  XIII.  Every  person  who  shall  annually  pay  One 
Dollar  to  the  use  of  the  Society,  shall  thereby  be  a member. 
Every  person  who  shall  pay  Twenty  Dollars  to  the  use  of  the 
Society,  shall  thereby  become  a life  member,  exempt  from  any 
assessment. 

Art.  XIV.  Any  alteration  of  these  articles  may  be  made 
at  any  Annual  Meeting,  provided  a majority  of  the  members 
present  consent,  and  provided  also  that  twenty  members  be 
present. 
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H YMN. 

God,  who  judgeth  o’er  the  nations. 
Mighty  Lord  of  all  below, 

From  man’s  loftiest  habitations, 

To  bis  lowliest  cell  of  wo — 

God  hath  said — “ Relieve  the  needy, 
And  defend  the  poor  oppressed  !” 
Lord,  we  come  with  purpose  ready 
To  obey  the  high  behest. 

Mourner,  on  thy  lonely  pillow, 

Pale  and  stricken  with  alarms, 
Weep’st  thou  him  beneath  the  billow? 

Or  1 iis  sick  babe  in  thine  arms  ? 
Want’s  sharp  pang  art  thou  sustaining? 

Reft  of  fortune,  friends  and  home  ? 
Helpless,  hopeless,  uncomplaining 
Woman,  to  thine  aid  we  come. 

Stinted  alms  re  do  not  proffer — • 

’Twould  degrade  our  favored  land — 
But  the  just  reward  we’ll  offer 
To  glad  labor’s  willing  band  ; 

Virtue  thus  may  find,  though  lowly, 
Tranquil  nights  and  cheerful  days, 

Till  Hope’s  beams,  so  pure  and  holy, 
Warm  the  soul  to  prayer  and  praise. 

Wanderer  on  the  pathless  oceans  ! 

When  thy  thoughts  like  sea-birds  fly, 
Swifter  through  the  storm’s  commotions, 
Till  thine  own  home  greets  thine  eye. 
Oh,  thy  sternest  task  ’twill  lighten, 
Danger  cheer  and  soothe  despair, 
E’en  thy  dying  gaze  ’twill  brighten, 

To  reflect — “ ’ Tis  happy  there!” 
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H Y M N . 

When  Heaven  its  gifts  bestoweth, 

What  signs  of  joy  appear  ! 

Earth,  air,  and  sky  in  gladness  vie, 

As  harvest  time  draws  near. 

Thus  God  through  nature  teaches  us 
’T  is  pleasure  to  bestow, 

From  happiness  diffused  around 
Our  happiness  must  flow. 

There’s  many  bowed  in  sorrow, 

Along  life’s  crowded  way, 

With  hitter  tears,  and  gloomy  fears 
Their  portion,  day  by  day  ; — 

O ! ye,  who  bask  in  Fortune’s  sun, 

And  Hope’s  bright  garlands  wear, 

Your  blessings  from  the  God  of  love 
Let  His  poor  children  share. 

Our  Saviour’s  friends  were  seamen — 

His  chosen — his  beloved  ! — 

And  by  their  faith,  through  bonds  and  death, 
His  Gospel’s  truth  was  proved  : — 

And  who  that  loves  the  Saviour’s  name, 

Or  lifts  a thought  to  heaven, 

Can  spurn  the  suffering  seaman  s claim, 

And  hope  to  be  forgiven  ! 


A'ofe. — In  our  account  of  the  progress  of  improvement  in  Seamen,  we 
istated  that  they  had  deposited  in  the  Seaman's  Savings’  Bank,  upwards  of 
^thirty  thousand  dollars — it  should  have  been  upwards  of  forty  thousand. 


Erratum.— Page  23,  for  Mrs.  L.  B.  Adams,  read  Z.  B.  Adams. 
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